
81st Texas Legislature
HB 55

Passed

Signed by the Governor June 18th Effective 9-1-09

HB 55 makes it illegal to use a wireless communication device in a school zone unless the vehicle is stopped or a hands-free device is used. Cities or counties wanting to enforce this law must post a sign at the beginning of each school zone to inform drivers that using a wireless communications device is prohibited and the operator is subject to a fine.
HB 2012
Passed

Signed by the Governor June 18th Effective 9-1-09

HB 2012 created two new punishment enhancements: a Class B misdemeanor if a person drives with a suspended license and without insurance; and a Class A misdemeanor if the person driving without insurance or a valid driver license has an accident and someone is seriously injured or dies as a result of that accident.

HB 2086
Passed

Signed by Governor June 18th Effective Immediately
HB 2086 added a felony in the first degree offense to the Penal Code for a person 17 years of age and older if a person knowingly initiates, organizes, plans, finances, directs, manages, or supervises a criminal street gang or members of a criminal street gang with the intent to benefit, promote , or further  the interests  of the street  gang. The bill also added the definition of a “Gang Free Zone” which includes a school and school bus. The bill amended Chapter 37 of the Texas Education Code by adding Section 37.110 which requires each public school district to ensure the student handbook for each campus in the school district includes information on gang-free zones and the consequences of engaging in organized criminal activity within these zones.
HB 2730
Passed

Signed by Governor June 18th Effective Immediately

HB 2730 allows a new Texas resident to operate a vehicle without a Texas license for 90 days instead of the current 30 days.
HB 3646
Passed

Signed by the Governor June 19th Effective 9-1-09
HB 3646 added the requirement for a school district to comply with Subsection (e) of the Texas Transportation Code 547.701 (this is the lap/shoulder belt requirement for school buses and school activity buses purchased after September 1, 2010) if the TEA pays or commits to pay for expenses incurred in complying with that subsection.

SB 1

Passed

Signed by the Governor June 19th Effective 9-1-09
SB 1 Section 17.14 of the General Appropriations Act funded Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) to conduct a feasibility study on the implementation of a school bus seat belt program. Based on the results of the study TTI is to work with TEA to develop an implementation plan for a school bus Seat Belt program. The plan is to be complete no later than June 1, 2010. Upon approval of the plan by the Legislative Budget Board and the passing of SB 2567 or similar legislation amending Texas Transportation Code 547.701 (see HB 3646 above which did pass) the TEA is herby appropriated $10,000,000 in General Revenue funds in fiscal year 2011 for the purpose of awarding grants to school districts to implement the School Bus Seat Belt Program. (When school districts start working on next year’s budgets they may want to keep this in mind when budgeting for school bus purchases after September 1, 2010)
SB 300

Passed

Signed by Governor June 18th Effective Immediately

SB 300 modified Texas Education Code 34.002 from requiring school districts to conduct a training session for emergency evacuation twice a year (fall and spring) to recommending a fall training session. If a district chooses to conduct the emergency evacuation training, a report shall be submitted to the Texas Department of Public Safety, School Transportation Department. The bill also encourages a school district to review and demonstrate school bus emergency evacuation procedures with the school bus passengers immediately before each school bus field trip.

The following are new laws that do not apply to school buses but you may need to know.

HB 537

Passed

Signed by the Governor June 18th Effective 9-1-09

HB 537 requires all occupants of a vehicle, no matter their age, to be secured by a safety belt, no matter where they are seated in the vehicle; changes the definition of a passenger vehicle to include a passenger van designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers including the driver.
SB 61

Passed

Governors signature not required Effective 9-1-09
SB 61 requires any child younger than 8 years of age be restrained in an approved child passenger safety seat unless the child is at least 4 feet, 9 inches in height.
For more information on any of the bills listed above go to: http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/ in the drop down box labeled Legislature, select 81 (R) - 2009 then enter the bill (HB #### or SB ####) you are searching for and click go. Any files associated to that bill will be listed and you are looking for the bill (file) that says “ENROLLED VERSION – BILL TEXT”.

